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The Beat Goes On
COMMENTARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DAVID FAILURETEE, EDITOR

It’s time for some comments on pace of play.  I’ve been asked by a few members about the club’s overall pace of play and after observing several events here’s what I think.  On a 1-10 scale with 1 being almost stopped and 10 being light speed I’d put your club at around a 4 or 5, so it’s average.  Meaning improvement is possible.  I’ve seen the following which slows things down; excessive analysis and discussion of how putts will break on a green, dawdling with the golf bag before/after hitting a shot, driving back and forth too much between shot locations, and not dropping guys off to hit their shots.  Your club leaders have made efforts to speed up play and will continue to do so.  I’ve found that most private golf clubs constantly lean on the members to maintain a timely pace of play.  RIGC is in a different situation by playing public courses in the area, and you don’t want slow play to become an issue with the courses you play.  Believe me, the word will get around to the various course managers if your club gets a reputation as a group of plodders.  So, keep that in mind.  The most basic pace of play rule is . . . . always keep up with the group in front of you.  Sure, it’s a cliché, but when the ranger comes around he won’t be able to gig you for falling behind.  He could gig you for other things, out-of-style clothing, using twenty year old clubs, reckless cart driving, playing with range balls, things like that.   For more tips about speeding up play I’ve asked my knowledgeable friend, Scooter Cooter, to pass along some of his ideas. 

Keep up . . . . . . . . . . . . D.F.

Pace of Play Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Scooter Cooter

My good pal, Dave Failuretee, has asked me to pass along some tips for speeding up the pace of play in your club events.  I’ve advised many clubs about this issue and am happy to do so for RIGC.  So here they are:

1. Wait to clean a club until your cart mate is preparing to hit his shot.

2. Ditch the head covers while playing the round.

3. Only mark a short putt if the ball needs to be cleaned.

4. Keep putting until your ball is conceded, or holed out.  Except if you’d be standing in someone’s line.

5. Always have a provisional ball handy.

6. Place clubs used for chip shots between the hole and your parked cart.  

7. The first person to hole a putt should tend and replace the flag.

8. Unless it’s match play, first person on the tee hits.

9. Make a mental note of the time you tee off, check your timing after nine holes.

10. Hit your ball first, then go and assist in finding someone else’s ball.

11. Wait until everyone has hit their tee shot to tell a SHORT joke or story.

12. Don’t wait for dawdlers in your foursome.  They’ll usually get the message and speed up their play.

13. Play on the tail of a slow group ahead of you.  Most of the time they’ll pick up their pace of play.

14. Park your cart between the green and next tee.

15. You should always be moving forward in your golf cart, no backtracking.

16. Except when the cart is going to or from a tee, there should never be more than one person in it.

17. Keep the conversation with a beverage cart girl short.  Remember . . .  she has absolutely NO interest in having sex with you.

RIGC Watch List . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Miller, Handicap Chairman

Back in May of 2011 a new member joined RIGC and submitted an estimated handicap of 18.  The event that day was played at The Orchards, definitely not a pushover of a course as many of you know.  The new member then proceeded to shoot a score of 80, for a net score of 62.  Cries of “Sandbagger” could be heard all over Macomb County.  As a result of that situation the club devised a “Watch List” procedure.  Briefly, if you shoot a net score of 65 or lower you’ll be placed on the Watch List.  If your net score is 65 or lower in the next event you play your gross score will be adjusted upward.  Obviously the purpose of this procedure is to protect the club members from sandbaggers.  Over the years several members have had their names placed on the list, including yours truly.  But, the good news is there never has been a situation when we’ve had to make an upward adjustment in a person’s score.  

Three More Advance at The Orchards on June 22

The three remaining matches in the round of sixteen in the President’s Medallion Match Play Tournament (PMMPT) were contested at The Orchards on June 22.  In the first match Landis, off to a hot start in 2016, took on club rookie Huizdos.  It was a slug fest over the 18 holes and in the end Landis squeezed out a 1 up victory.  The second match featured two players who combined have had only one actual match so far in the PMMPT, and in that match another club rookie, Cantor, cruised to a 3 & 2 win over Lederman.  Finally, the last match featured another hot golfer, Whitty, taking on perennial top player, McKay.  It was a hard fought, back and forth match, as expected, with the gallery on the edge of their seats.  And in the end it was Whitty who came away with a 1 up victory.

So, all of the quarter final matches are now set and they are as follows:  Blanton vs Walenczak, Gross vs Quintana, Cantor vs Skiragis, and Whitty vs Landis, which is a matchup of the two hottest golfers so far in 2016, a classis match.  All of the quarter final matches will be played on July 13 at Boulder Pointe.  Good luck to all. 

JUG Point Update

JUG points were available at The Orchards and the top place finishers were:  Blanton in the Palmer Flight, Whitty in the Nicklaus Flight, and in the Woods Flight,  McMurray and Smith tied for first place.  The current JUG point standings can be found on the club website.

QUICK NEWS---------FAIR GOES EVEN PAR-----------------GOOD ROUND!

Thank you, David again for such profound rhetoric. I am certain that we all will take your offerings into consideration as we move forward into the second third of the season.

There is a gentleman with a blog out there that has promoted our club. His name is Fritz Beiermeister and you can read his blog at icanplaygolfbetterthanthis.com.  

Fritz is a friend of Lew Cantor, one of RIGC’s newest members. It is well worth the look at his blog and what he states about RIGC. Thanks Lew for the heads up. Each month it seems that we are getting more and more recognition around the SEM area. I am starting to see inquiries about our membership. As spoken a couple weeks ago, our membership is at 70 and will not grow higher. I am accepting applications along with their $100.00 stating membership in waiting. I will be putting a number on each member application. 
In the conclusion of the year prior to our Holiday gathering, the BOD will meet and talk about membership expansion, and many other issues that arise during the year.

Remember, next week at Greystone, open play, Jug Points, Continental Breakfast and of course, pay Rod for your greens fee ($40.00) which includes the range balls. Check or cash-no CC or DC---if you come with a check make it out to the club; try to bring cash for the $10.00 event fee.
