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Preview RIGC 2016 Club Championship……………………………………………… David Failuretee, Editor 
Well, the golf season is speeding by and here we are on the verge of the RIGC Club Championship for 2016. It is a two round event to be played at The Orchards on 8-10, and Pine Knob 8-17, two very worthy venues. Since I correctly predicted the winner of the Match Play Championship (Mike Whitty), I've been asked by some members to make predictions for the Club Championship. So here they are. First, let's start with the Masters Division consisting of members who are 70 and over. It's a small field of about 14 players. Two players, Filak and Hansinger, have had excellent rounds lately so they should contend, but remember that this is a gross score competition for the Division Champ so let's see. OK, got it, my pick to win the Masters Division is the grandest master of them all, Norm Goldner. 
The Senior Division is the largest in terms of number of players and is for members who are 60 and over. A small number of senior golfers have decided to compete in the Open division so that will have an impact in this Division. The overwhelming favorite has to be Quintana who is the defending champ and represented the club in the GAM Senior T of C last year. However if he falters, there are several players who could steal the championship, and in that group I'd include Bonjernoor, Hussong, Kemp, Whitty, Cooper, Moore, and Huizdos. Moore played in the GAM Senior T of C in 2015 so he knows what it takes to get there. Hussong has been playing well lately and is very capable of achieving two good scores back to back. Bonjernoor and Huizdos are both rookies this year and that's something they'll need to overcome. Kemp is still getting his game back in shape, and Cooper has a ton of experience to call upon. Whitty is the Match Play champ so can he win back to back majors? A tough thing to do. Time for the pick and I will have to go with the chalk and pick Quintana to repeat and earn another trip to the GAM Senior T of C. 

The Open Division is for those under 60 and for anyone else who wants to compete in it. The winner of this division represents the club in the GAM T of C, playing against club champs from other clubs in the state, a really big deal. Last year Fair earned a ticket to the championship and he has to be the favorite to repeat this year. It appears that his game is peaking just at the right time. But he will receive some very stiff competition from other members: Diedrich, McKay, and Skiragis. McKay has played in the GAM T of C in the past but has been nursing a hand injury sustained on the job so that will probably be a factor for him. Diedrich and Skiragis both crave to play in the T of C and you know they will give it their best shot. Look for good old-fashioned "Knock Down Drag Out" in this division. But again, I've got to be boring and stick with the chalk here as well. Fair will also earn another trip to the T of C. 

Good luck to everyone, play smart! D.F. 

Rod Cooper……………….Publisher

Again, the prognosticator, Failuretee, of RIGC comes out with two of our championship repeating and the grand man of RIGC taking the much wanted Master’s division.
I urge all readers from the Senior and Master’s division to take note of the hole set-up. As the Tournament Director, I need to get these divisions course as close to the GAM T of C C setup.
See you all at the Orchards on Wednesday and good luck to all playing….
