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COMMENTARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DAVID FAILURETEE, EDITOR

The Players PGA tournament is being played as I write this commentary.  We in the media are constantly bickering whether it should be called a “Major.”  For me, if a guy shoots a 9 under in the first round and the entire field shoots lights out, that’s not a major.  The problem is the golf course.  It was a swamp before construction, and nature will always be trying to convert it back into a swamp.  Plus, in May the Florida humidity has returned which keeps the moisture in the ground from evaporating.  So, the course will always be soft, no matter what, and the pros will be able to take advantage of that.  And don’t fall for all the hype about the island green 17th hole, the par three 8th hole is much tougher.  

On to some RIGC topics.  On your website, you’ll see there is now a chat room, thanks to the RIGC Webmaster, Mike Whitty.  Being in the communications industry, I encourage all of you to give the chat room a try.  No, it’s not populated by trolls spreading vicious rumors, nor will there be posts from any of the Kardashians.  I think you’ll find it to be a useful tool to keep in touch and share comments and observations.

The annual Match Play tournament is quickly approaching. The first round will be at Dunham Hills on June 1.  That’s the morning when you see Rollers furtively looking around to see if their opponent has shown up.  Then there’s that look on their face which is a combination of trepidation and disappointment when the opponent is spotted on the range, or putting green.  One reminder, if you are certain you can’t participate make sure to communicate this to Rod Cooper ASAP.  Every effort is made to avoid first round forfeits.  Look for the official bracket to be available at the event at Pine Knob on May 25.  

Play smart . . . . . . . . . . . . D.F.

Rollers Rusty at Dunham Hills . . . Landis and Polizzi Land the Big Prize

I’ll just blame the overall poor showing at Dunham Hills on 5-11 on early season rust still clinging to some swings.  But something also tells me the tricky greens had a little to do with it as well.  More about that later.  But amidst the carnage there were a very few respectable rounds carded. And the two most respectable rounds were by Landis and Polizzi who both shot net 69’s both tying for 1st. Well done gents.  In second place by himself was Ankrom with a 70, while the following three tied for third by netting 73’s; McKay, Gross, and Roncelli.  Complete results can be found on the website.  

Now about those greens.  It appears that some of you Rollers need to pay more attention to the slopes of the greens and where to leave your approach shots.  Most of the greens at Dunham have significant tilt to go with reasonably quick speeds.  Keep in mind that the first round of Match Play is at Dunham on June 1, coming right up.  So, for example, if there is a front pin position you’re better off being a little short of the green and chipping on from below the hole, rather than facing a slick downhill 20 footer.  That advice is free, but remember, I’m a writer, not a PGA pro.  

Great Day at Greystone . . . . . Huizdos Scores Big

Turned out to be a great day at Greystone on 5-18.  Scoring was better, and the course was in fine shape.  For several Rollers it was either their first time at Greystone, or a return after a lengthy absence.  The best scoring of all come from Huizdos who won the Low Net Score prize with a 65.  Well done.  McKay continued his hot play and took second with a 68.  Three Rollers tied for third with 69’s; Gross, Whitty, and Smith.  

CTP winners were Fair, Hansinger, E. Phillips, and Karam.  Fair scared the hole on #2, leaving a 12” birdie putt which was made.  And what was the deal on #16?  Several groups looked in vain for the CTP marker from the tee.  No marker.  So remember, the rule is unless you’ve been told to pick up a marker, leave it there.  The skins winners were; Anderson, Fair, Karam (2), Small, the brothers Stencel, Henderson, Gross, Huizdos, E. Phillips, McMurray, and Roncelli (2).  

Finally, how hard is it to start your round on the menacing 18th hole at Greystone?  Ask Henderson.  His second shot to the green was expertly banked off the rocks onto the green, leading to a holed birdie putt.  It remains to be seen whether he will actually accept his reward for the skin he won.

“Quest For The JUG”  Update

The following picked up 30 JUG points for their efforts at Greystone; McKay (second week in a row), Huizdos, and Smith.  The current flight leaders along with their accumulated JUG points are;  Karam (70 pts, Palmer), Whitty (70 pts, Nicklaus), and J. Phillips (50 pts, Woods).

Point leaders for each of the flights can be found on the website.

Commentary by Rod Cooper on THE FIRST FEW WEEKS:
The season is off and running. We are now going into our fourth week of playing and all the members are getting themselves reacquainted to one another. As we move forward, we all must remember that we want to try to play with each other one or two times during the year. The shotgun starts were established such that all of us have an opportunity to meet afterwards for a little chat and maybe an adult beverage or two. 
You members are starting to understand the urgency that I have discussed on have a clean scorecard. Reporting to me is Bill Siegert and he has mentioned that there are fewer errors on the cleaner scorecards.

Bill is dealing with 50+ players and in 3 flights. The better we mark our cards with the proper names and scores, the quicker Bill can calculate the winning scores and skins to me—the quicker we get it on the web for those winners to gloat..

I am sorry I had to miss the Greystone open play. I understand the course was as usual in excellent shape and we will be returning.
A number of requests are sent  to me about setup and pairings. Gentlemen, I do my best to matchup each group such that it will be a fun group and will move along at an acceptable pace.

The clubs we play know that our group is a bit on the slower side. That is to be acceptable since we are not the typical younger crowd trying to break the fastest round of golf. We are what it states---mostly retired business people who enjoy this wonderful game by the book. If any member experiences any type of harassment by a ranger on one of play dates---bring it to my attention. Let me address it with the General Manger at that club.

You just keep on going and try to keep up with the group in front of you. Try never to get more than a hole behind. You should be just about ready to hit your second shot when they are leaving the green---that is a good pace.

Jugs points are now being counted, and our HHS is busy putting together the brackets for our opening of this 
President’s Medallion March Play. This will be exciting for those returning and for those having their first try of it. Be sure and let me and or HHS Miller know if you are NOT playing. The first two rounds are mandatory. Check you calendar. 
Our members are going to the website much more now to get their information----There is a new section with some lessons on golf, Check it out.

Thanks members, keep up the outstanding work and we will see you at the next event.
